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for his own place of rendezvous. Antony's fleet uo\v anchored in the waters
of the Ambracian Gulf, while Ins legions encamped on a spot of land which
forms the northern horn of that spacious inlet. But the place chosen for the
camp was unhealthf ul; and in the heats of eaily summer his army suffeied
greatly from disease. Agrippa lay close at hand watching his opportunity.
In the course of the spring Octaviau joined him in person.
Early in the season Antony had lepaired yrom Fatrse to iiis army, so as
to be ready either to cross over into Italy or to meet the enemy if they
attempted to land in Epirus. At first he showed something of his*'old mili-
tary spirit, and the soldiers, who always loved his military frankness, warmed
into enthusiasm; but his chief officers, won by Gctavian or disgusted by the
influence, of Cleopatra- deserted him in such numbers that he knew not
whom to trust, and gave up all thoughts of maintaining the contest with
energy. Urged by Cleopatra, he resolved to carry off his fleet and abandon
the army. All preparations were made in secret, and the great fleet put to
sea on the 28th of August. For the four following days there was a strong
gale from the south. Neither could Antony escape, nor could Octavian put
to sea against him from Corcyra. On the 2nd of September, however, the
wind fell, and Octavian's light vessels, by using their oars, easily came up
with the unwieldy galleys of the eastern fleet. A battle was now seen to be
inevitable.
Antony's ships were like impregnable fortresses to the assault of the
slight vessels of Octavian; and, though they lay nearly motionless in the
calm sea, little impression was made upon them. But about noon a breeze
sprang up from the west; and Cleopatra, followed by sixty Egyptian ships,
made sail in a southerly direction. Antony immediately sprang from his
ship of war into u light galley and followed. Deserted by their commander,
the oaptains of Antony's ships continued to resist desperately; nor was it
till the greater part of them were set on fire that the contest was decided.
Before evening closed the whole fleet was destroyed; most of Lhe men and
all the treasure on board perished. A few days after, when the shameful
flight of Antony was made known to his army, all Ms legions went over to
the conqueror.
DEATH OF  ANTONY AKD CLEOPATRA
It was not for eleven months after the battle of Actiuin that Octavian
entered the open gates of Alexandria. He had been employed in the
interval in founding the city of Mcopolis to celebrate, his victory on the
northern horn of the Ambracian Gulf, in rewarding his soldiers, and settling
the affairs of the provinces of the East. In the winter he returned to Italy,
and it was midsummer, 80 B.C., before he arrived in Egypt.
When Antony and Cleopatra arrived off Alexandria they put a bold face
upon the matter. Some time passed before the real state of the case was
known; but it soon became plain that Egypt was at the mercy of the
conqueror. The queen formed all kinds of wild designs. One was to
transport the ships that she had saved across the Isthmus of Suez and seek
refuge in some distant land where the name of Borne was yet unknown.
Some ships were actually drawa across, but they were destroyed by the
Arabs, and the plan was abandoned. She now flattered herself that her
powers of fascination, proved so potent over C^sar and Antony, might sub-
due Octavian. Secret messages passed between the conqueror and the
queen; nor were Octavian's answers such as to banish hope.